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The long-term trends in the net value of the output of agriculture,
factory industries and mines from 1896 to 1960 are shown in Table
2. By and large the data put together in this paper are based on the
existing statistical material and thus represent little original re-
search ; we have only tried to supply some of the major gaps in
the available series, particularly to link them with official data for
the Second World War and post-war years, and to combine them in
constant prices by applying the 1952-53 price data to them. The
sources and methods used are discussed in somewhat greater detail
below.
agricultural output
As pointed out above, except for Mr. William Digby, all the esti-
mators have relied heavily on official estimates of crop forecasts,
area and yield for deriving agricultural incomes. Considering the
nature of the data handled and the methods that had to be devised,
it is quite probable that the estimates of crops suffer from various
weaknesses and may understate or overstate the actual output
in many instances.8 It is, however, difficult to ascertain these errors
and assign them any definite notions in terms of margins of error.
The only workable solution, it seems, is to use averages for a fairly
long period so that the influence of errors involved in the statistical
estimates as well as of the sharp fluctuations in agricultural output
caused by natural factors such as weather, pests, etc* may be mini-
mized. In this paper, the data are shown in decennial averages.
The index numbers of agricultural output (crops only) are based
on a recent study by George Blyn, which is probably the most com-
prehensive attempt so far at estimating the volume of agricultural
crops for the whole of India for the a years 1893-94 to 1945-46.9
Among the food crops, it covers rice? wheat, barley, jawar, bajra,
* It is interesting to note in this connection that in the first attempt to indicate
margins of error for various sectoral incomes, V. K. R. V. Rao showed the
agricultural income wth no margin of error. See his National Income of British
lufia 1931-32 (London, 1940), Table 52, p. 186. In the hody of text, however,
fee infers that agricultural output was subject to an underestimate of 10 per cent,
Ibid., p. 185, See also footnote 2 on p. 13.
f Blyn, George, The Agricultural Crops of India, 1893-94 to 1945~46\ A Statisti-

